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hand in that of Stalin, did he not after due consideration
resign himself to it in the sacred name of raison d'Etat, by
convincing himself that the signing of the Russo-German
pact would, as its immediate result, put Great Britain and
France out of countenance, and make them hesitate to
keep their pledges to Poland ? Finally, did he not promise
himself that, no longer having anything to fear on his
Eastern frontier, he would be much better placed, if they
did keep their pledges, to beat them and bring them to
capitulation ? That done, what was there to prevent him
revenging himself on the Soviets for having earlier put him
under the necessity of coming to an agreement with them ?
I shall remember all my life how I heard of the con-
clusion of the Russo-German pact. ... It was in Spain,
which I was passing through hurriedly, for already the
clouds were piling up on the diplomatic horizon, and in
the sky flashes of lightning announced the thunderbolt.
I had just reached Burgos, where I had an appointment
with a very great gentleman who was attached to the
Ministry of Propaganda. We had scarcely exchanged the
opening words that courtesy demands, when he asked me
gravely: " What do you think of the pact with the
Russians ? "
The French and British military mission had only
recently arrived in Moscow to round off the political
understanding between M. Molotov, Sir William Seeds and
M. Naggiar.
Without further reflection, and as much from convic-
tion as to put myself on a fair footing with an opponent
of Bolshevism, I answered : "I have no liking for Russia,
white or red. I consider, however, that an agreement
with the Moscow Government, independently of all ideology,
is a useful insurance premium for us and for them."
The smooth skin of my young companion's face puckered
into shallow wrinkles as he smiled sadly on realising my
failure to understand.
" I am talking," he contradicted gently, " of the pact